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Warning: The information contained in this guide does not replace hands-on certified firearm
training and should not be used by anyone who has not received personal instruction in the proper
use of a firearm.

The author, publisher, and copyright owner assume no responsibility for any harm that comes
from the use or application of information in this guide. The reader should rely on personal
instruction and training before handling any firearm. Firearms are deadly weapons, which can
cause serious physical injury and death. Firearms must be handled responsibly, and the reader of
this guide acknowledges and accepts ALL risks associated with the use of firearms. This includes
but is not limited to, transportation, practice, competition shooting, live-fire, and dry-fire
activities.

This guide covers several aspects of pistol shooting, which is inherently dangerous. Never try
anything represented or discussed in this guide without full knowledge and acceptance of the risks
and always follow the rules of safe gun handling on and off the range. It is your responsibility to
ensure safe storage, safe operation, safe movement, and usage of a firearm at all times. The
individual possessing and operating a firearm is solely responsible for the safe use of the firearm
and is solely responsible for obeying all laws, rules and regulations with respect to the possession,
use and transfer of the firearm.

Neither the publisher nor the author assumes any responsibility for the use or misuse of any
information contained or referenced in this guide. It is the reader’s responsibility to know and
comply with all local, state, and federal laws that apply, as well as how to safely possess and
operate a firearm.

Disclaimer: This content and its products are not associated or affiliated in any way with the
entities referenced within this guide, i.e., International Practical Shooting Confederation (IPSC),
Steel Challenge Shooting Association (SCSA), and the United States Practical Shooting
Association (USPSA). Furthermore, none of these entities have reviewed, authored, participated
in the development of, or endorsed the information, products, and services offered within. All
trademarks, logos, service marks, and domain names are the property of their respective owners.
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Steel Challenge Stages

There are only eight official stages. Each stage has five plates at distances of
seven to thirty-five yards. Each string gets timed, and your cumulative times
become your score. The competitor with the lowest overall cumulative score
wins.

Steel Challenge competitions are very much a mental game of consistency and
performance. It helps to have a plan when shooting any stage. Review the
included stage diagrams so you understand where you will shoot first and where
you will finish on the stop plate.

Example of an eight-stage competition where you shoot multiple strings per
stage.

Stage
Identifier

Stage Name Strings
Max

Distance
Notes

SC-101 Five to Go 4 of 5 18 yds 1 shooting box

SC-102 Showdown 4 of 5 25 yds
2 shooting boxes

3 strings from 1 box and 2 strings
from the other

SC-103 Smoke & Hope 4 of 5 14 yds 1 shooting box
(fastest stage times)

SC-104 Outer Limits 3 of 4 35 yds The only stage with 3 shooting
boxes and movement under time

SC-105 Accelerator 4 of 5 20 yds 1 shooting box

SC-106 Pendulum 4 of 5 18 yds 1 shooting box

SC-107 Speed Option 4 of 5 35 yds 1 shooting box

SC-108 Roundabout 4 of 5 17 yds 1 shooting box
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Target # Plate Type Height
Distance from
Firing Line

Distance from
Center Line

T1
T2
T3
T4
SP

10”
10”
10”
10”
12”

5’ ft
5’ ft
5’ ft
5’ ft
5’ ft

10 yds
12 yds
15 yds
18 yds
7 yds

Right / Left of
Center Line

(LC)

(LC)

(RC)

(RC)

(RC)

10’ ft / 3” in
3’ ft / 5” in
3’ ft / 5” in
10’ ft / 3” in
17’ ft / 1” in

10 YDS

T4

T3

T2

T1

SP

CENTER LINE

SC-101 FIVE TO GO

R O
range officer

12 YDS

15 YDS

18 YDS

7 YDS

3’x3’ foot shooting
box at center line1 110” Plates@ 5’

feet high4 12” Stop Plate (SP)
@ 5’ feet high

Max Target
Distances:

18 yards deep - (Firing
line to farthest target)

27’ feet 4” incheswide - (farthest
distance left to right from target centers) Best 4 of 5 runs

Stage Scoring

10'3"

10'3"

17'1"

3,5"

3,5"
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25 YDS 25 YDS

RULES
Shoot 3 strings from one box
and 2 strings from the other.

SP

Target # Plate Type Height
Distance from
Firing Line

Distance from
Center Line

T1
T2
T3
T4
SP

Right / Left of
Center Line

(LC)
(LC)
(RC)
(RC)
C

SC-102 SHOWDOWN

R O
range officer

Max Target
Distances:

25 yards deep - (Firing
line to farthest target)

18’ feet 4” feet wide - (farthest
distance left to right from target centers) Best 4 of 5 runs

Stage Scoring

10 YDS 10 YDS

T2

T1 T4

T34”

9” 9”

4”

3’x3’ foot shooting
box 6’ feet apart
from center line

18”x24” Rectangles
@ 5’ feet 6 inches
high2 110” Plates@ 5’

feet high2 2
12” Stop Plate (SP)
@ 5’ feet high

6"

18” x 24”
10”

10”
18” x 24”

12”

5’ ft 6” in
5’ ft
5’ ft

5’ ft 6” in
5’ ft

25 yds
10 yds
10 yds
25 yds
12 yds

9’ ft
4’ ft

4’ ft
9’ ft
0’ ft

CENTER LINE

12 YDS

Illustration © 2021 Pistol Shooting Sports, LLC
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SC-103 SMOKE & HOPE

Max Target
Distances:

14 yards deep - (Firing
line to farthest target)

28 feet wide - (farthest
distance left to right from target centers) Best 4 of 5 runs

Stage Scoring

T4T1

T2 T3

Target # Plate Type Height
Distance from
Firing Line

Distance from
Center Line

T1
T2
T3
T4
SP

Right / Left of
Center Line

(LC)
(LC)
(RC)
(RC)
C

18” x 24”
18” x 24”
18” x 24”
18” x 24”

12”

5’ ft 6” in
5’ ft 6” in
5’ ft 6” in
5’ ft 6” in
5’ ft

7 yds
9 yds
9 yds
7 yds
14 yds

14’ ft
9’ ft
9’ ft
14’ ft
0’ ft

7 YDS

9 YDS 9 YDS

7 YDS

CENTER LINE

SP

14 YDS

3’x3’ foot shooting
box at center line

R O
range officer

14”14”

9”9”

1 14 12” Stop Plate (SP)
@ 5’ feet high

18”x24” Rectangles
@ 5’ feet 6 inches
high

Illustration © 2021 Pistol Shooting Sports, LLC
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20 YDS 20 YDS

35 YDS 35 YDS

SC-104 OUTER LIMITS

Max Target
Distances:

35 yards deep - (Firing
line to farthest target)

24 feet wide - (farthest
distance left to right from target centers) Best 3 of 5 runs

Stage Scoring

T1 T4

T2 T3

Target # Plate Type Height
Distance from
Firing Line

Distance from
Center Line

T1
T2
T3
T4
SP

Right / Left of
Center Line

(LC)
(LC)
(RC)
(RC)
(C)

CENTER LINE

R O
range officer

12”

6” 6”

12”

1-RH 2-C 3-LH

6"

RULES

Competitors start in the (#1) or (#3) shooting box,
depending on their hand dominance. Right-Handed,
(holster on the right side), start in box (#1). Left-Handed,
(holster on the left side), start in box (#3). On start signal,
engage only the 20 & 35-yard plates from your starting
side of the Center Line, then safely move to the Center
box (#2) while on the clock, and engage the remain
targets.

NOTES
This is the only stage where shooting and movement are
on the clock. Keep your finger off of the trigger as you
move. Always keep your firearm pointed downrange and
in a safe direction. Only two of the three Shooting boxes
will be used per competitor.

6"

18”x24” Rectangles
@ 5’ feet 6 inches
high3 12 2 12” Stop Plate (SP)

@ 5’ feet high
4’x4’ foot shooting
box’s 6’ feet apart

12” Plates@ 5’
feet high

12”
18” x 24”
18” x 24”

12”

12”

5’ ft
5’ ft 6” in
5’ ft 6” in
5’ ft
5’ ft

20 yds
35 yds
35 yds
20 yds
18 yds

12’ ft
6’ ft
6’ ft
12’ ft
0’ ft

18 YDS

SP

Illustration © 2021 Pistol Shooting Sports, LLC
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10 YDS 10 YDS

20 YDS 20 YDS

SC-105 ACCELERATOR

Max Target
Distances:

20 yards deep - (Firing
line to farthest target)

32 feet wide - (farthest
distance left to right from target centers) Best 4 of 5 runs

Stage Scoring

T4T3

T2T1

Target # Plate Type Height
Distance from
Firing Line

Distance from
Center Line

T1
T2
T3
T4
SP

Right / Left of
Center Line

(LC)
(LC)
(RC)
(RC)
C

CENTER LINE

R O
range officer

6”

4”8”

6”

1 210” Plates@ 5’
feet high

12” Plates@ 5’
feet high1 1 1 12” Stop Plate (SP)

@ 5’ feet high
3’x3’ foot shooting
box at center line

18” x 24”
Rectangles@ 5’
feet 6” inches high

SP

14 YDS

10”
18” x 24”

12”
18” x 24”

12”

5’ ft
5’ ft 6” in
5’ ft

5’ ft 6” in
5’ ft

10 yds
10 yds
20 yds
20 yds
15 yds

12’ ft
4’ ft
6’ ft
20’ ft
0’ ft

Illustration © 2021 Pistol Shooting Sports, LLC
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18 YDS 18 YDS 18 YDS 18 YDS

SC-106 PENDULUM

Max Target
Distances:

18 yards deep - (Firing
line to farthest target)

24 feet wide - (farthest
distance left to right from target centers) Best 4 of 5 runs

Stage Scoring

T1 T2 T3 T4

Target # Plate Type Height
Distance from
Firing Line

Distance from
Center Line

T1
T2
T3
T4
SP

Right / Left of
Center Line

(LC)
(LC)
(RC)
(RC)
C

CENTER LINE

R O
range officer

6” 6” 6”6”

10” Plates@ 5’
feet high2 12” Plates@ 5’

feet high2 1 12” Stop Plate (SP)
@ 5’ feet high1 3’x3’ foot shooting

box at center line

12”
10”
10”
12”
12”

6’ ft
5’ ft
5’ ft
6’ ft
5’ ft

18 yds
18 yds
18 yds
18 yds
10 yds

12’ ft / 0” in
6’ ft / 0” in
6’ ft / 0” in
12’ ft / 0” in
0’ ft / 0” in

SP

10 YDS

Illustration © 2021 Pistol Shooting Sports, LLC
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35 YDS

SP

10 YDS

8 YDS

15 YDS

20 YDS

CENTER LINE

SC-107 SPEED OPTION

Max Target
Distances:

35 yards deep - (Firing
line to farthest target)

42 feet wide - (farthest
distance left to right from target centers) Best 4 of 5 runs

Stage Scoring

T2

T1

T3

T4

Target # Plate Type Height
Distance from
Firing Line

Distance from
Center Line

T1
T2
T3
T4
SP

Right / Left of
Center Line

(LC)
(LC)
(RC)
(RC)
(LC)

R O
range officer

21,5”

6”

6,5”

12”

21”

3’x3’ foot shooting
box at center line1 112” Plates@ 5’

feet high4
18” x 24” Rectangle
(SP)@ 5’ feet 6”
inches high

12”
12”
12”
12”

18” x 24”

5’ ft
5’ ft
5’ ft
5’ ft

5’ ft 6” in

10 yds
20 yds
8 yds
15 yds
35 yds

12’ ft
6’ ft

6’ ft / 5” in
21’ ft

21’ ft / 5” in

Illustration © 2021 Pistol Shooting Sports, LLC
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SP

7 YDS 7 YDS

15 YDS 15 YDS

10 YDS

CENTER LINE

SC-108 ROUNDABOUT

Max Target
Distances:

15 yards deep - (Firing
line to farthest target)

17 feet wide - (farthest
distance left to right from target centers) Best 4 of 5 runs

Stage Scoring

T1

T2 T4

T3

Target # Plate Type Height
Distance from
Firing Line

Distance from
Center Line

T1
T2
T3
T4
SP

Right / Left of
Center Line

(LC)
(LC)
(RC)
(RC)
(RC)

R O
range officer

9”

2” 8”

2”

8”

3’x3’ foot shooting
box at center line1 112” Plates@ 5’

feet high4
18” x 24” Rectangle
(SP)@ 5’ feet 6”
inches high

12”
12”
12”
12”
12”

5’ ft
5’ ft
5’ ft
5’ ft
5’ ft

15 yds
7 yds
15 yds
7 yds
10 yds

9’ ft
2’ ft
8’ ft
8’ ft
2’ ft

Illustration © 2021 Pistol Shooting Sports, LLC
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Draw to First Target Practice - Accuracy at Speed drills
You can practice your draw to first target using the table below to improve your
overall performance.

Distance Target Stage(s)

7 yards 18-by-24-inch rectangle Smoke & Hope

10 yards 10-inch round plate Five to Go / Accelerator

15 yards 12-inch round plate Speed Option / Roundabout

18 yards 12-inch round plate Pendulum

20 yards 12-inch round plate Outer Limits

25 yards 18-by-24-inch rectangle Showdown

35 yards 18-by-24-inch rectangle Outer Limits

Steel Challenge is a game of
consistency at speed, so whoever
has the best skills and makes the
fewest number of mistakes wins!

For the latest information on Steel Challenge rules go to https://scsa.org
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Five steps to stage planning in Steal Challenge

1. Read and understand the Stage Description.
2. Locate the Stop Plate
3. Decide which targets will require the most Precision

and control to ensure you score on the first shot.
4. Choose if you will start shooting stage targets from the
Left or from the Right

5. Choose a Target Sequence that allows you to be the
most accurate at speed.

There are many ways to shoot a stage, so you will want to
test to see what works best for you.
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Stage Name Popular Target Sequences
(see included stage diagrams)

SC-101 Five to Go T1, T2, T3, T4, SP

SC-102 Showdown
Left Box: T1, T2, T4, T3, SP

Right Box: T4, T3, T1, T2, SP

SC-103 Smoke & Hope
Left Side Start: T1, T2, T4, T3, SP

Right Side Start: T4, T3, T1, T2, SP

SC-104 Outer Limits

Left Side Start: T1, T2,
move to box (2-C), T4, T3, SP

Right Side Start: T4, T3,
move to box (2-C), T1, T2, SP

SC-105 Accelerator T1, T2, T4, T3, SP

SC-106 Pendulum
Left Side Start: T1, T2, T3, T4, SP

Right Side Start: T4, T3, T2, T1, SP

SC-107 Speed Option T4, T3, T2, T1, SP

SC-108 Roundabout
Left Side Start: T1, T2, T3, T4, SP

Right Side Start: T4, T3, T1, T2, SP

For the latest information on Steel Challenge rules go to https://scsa.org
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Stage Name Popular Target Sequences
(see included stage diagrams)

SC-101 Five to Go T1, T2, T3, T4, SP

T1, T2, T3, T4, SP



www.pistolshootingsports.com 17

Stage Name Popular Target Sequences
(see included stage diagrams)

SC-102 Showdown
Left Box: T1, T2, T4, T3, SP

Right Box: T4, T3, T1, T2, SP

Left Box: T1, T2, T4, T3, SP

Right Box: T4, T3, T1, T2, SP
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Stage Name Popular Target Sequences
(see included stage diagrams)

SC-103 Smoke & Hope
Left Side Start: T1, T2, T4, T3, SP

Right Side Start: T4, T3, T1, T2, SP

Left Side Start: T1, T2, T4, T3, SP

Right Side Start: T4, T3, T1, T2, SP
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Stage Name Popular Target Sequences
(see included stage diagrams)

SC-104 Outer Limits

Left Side Start: T1, T2,
move to box (2-C), T4, T3, SP

Right Side Start: T4, T3,
move to box (2-C), T1, T2, SP

Left Side Start: T1, T2,
move to box (2-C), T4, T3, SP

Right Side Start: T4, T3,
move to box (2-C), T1, T2, SP
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Stage Name Popular Target Sequences
(see included stage diagrams)

SC-105 Accelerator T1, T2, T4, T3, SP

T1, T2, T4, T3, SP
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Stage Name Popular Target Sequences
(see included stage diagrams)

SC-106 Pendulum
Left Side Start: T1, T2, T3, T4, SP

Right Side Start: T4, T3, T2, T1, SP

Left Side Start: T1, T2, T3, T4, SP

Right Side Start: T4, T3, T2, T1, SP
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Stage Name Popular Target Sequences
(see included stage diagrams)

SC-107 Speed Option T4, T3, T2, T1, SP

T4, T3, T2, T1, SP
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Stage Name Popular Target Sequences
(see included stage diagrams)

SC-108 Roundabout
Left Side Start: T1, T2, T3, T4, SP

Right Side Start: T4, T3, T1, T2, SP

Left Side Start: T1, T2, T3, T4, SP

Right Side Start: T4, T3, T1, T2, SP
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Dear Reader,
Thank you for investing in this book. As my gift to you, I would like
to give you several FREE resources that will help accelerate your
success in pistol shooting sports.

https://www.pistolshootingsports.com/book-bonus


